the first to describe the disease in any detail and he gave it the name tinea imbricata; he considered the fungus a non-cultivable Trichophyton, to which Blanchard gave the name Trichophyton concentricum. Castellani in Ceylon was the first to cultivate the fungus, and he proved it to be the causative agent by successful inoculation in human volunteers.
Geographical distribution The home of the disease is certainly the Malay Peninsula whence it has spread to the Pacific islands, China, Java, Borneo, New Guinea and Ceylon. As far as is known there is no record of this disease occurring amongst Indians in this country. Although Castellani and Chalmers (1919) The rate of growth, the nature of the colonies, the colour and the duvet formation varies with the nature of the medium and the oxygen supply [Aug., 1934 (see protocols II and III). There is so much variation in these that it is impossible to classify the species by colour variation alone in laboratory media.
Classification
Castellani created a separate genus Endodermophyton (Castellani, 1909) , for fungi affecting the skin between the superficial and deep layers of the epidermis, such as tinea imbricata, and mentions four species:
End. concentricum Blanchard, 1901. End. tropicale Castellani, 1914. End. indicum Castellani, 1911. End. mansoni Castellani, 1914. Castellani admits that the growth is faviform in all the four species and this is verified by Sabouraud and Pinoy (Castellani and Chalmers, 1919 figure 3 ). Arthrospores in chains.
